PRELIMINARY
LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT

Jones and HallHouses
66 and 680tis Street EastCambridge, Mass.

As originally buit in 184647 by William Hall and Andrew Jonethis T-shaped
house was the most elaborate double Greek Revorade in East Cambridge,
combining unusual ornament and stock Greek Revival elem&hesoriginal

ornament lasted for a centusut thefacadewasunfortunatelystripped of much of its
original decoration in the 1940s and covered &ghestos shinglethe recessed
entries pedimentsand entablaturesurvived The sided exterior remained relatively
untoucted until 2015 when the property waisrchased by Mass Arc 1, LL.@ real
estate development investment compavith plans for a full gut renovation.

After the renovation was underwaygeoup of Cambridge voters petitioned the
Historical Commission to study the building for landmark designabesignation of
thepropertyby the City Councihs a Cambridgeandmarkcould protectthe
remaining original features of the building e »andeyuide tuture owners in
appropriate alterations arige potential for restoration of missing degail

Susan Maycock and Sarah Burks
Cambridge Historical Commission
June 30, 2017



Location and Stas

A. Address and Zoning

TheJonesHall housesit 66-68 Otis Street oc-
cupy two lots (24129 and 24130) totaling

6,000 square feet on the south side of Otis be-
tween Third and Sciarappéreets. The zoning is
Residence €@, a multifamily district with a

height | imit of 356 4

square feet of lot area per dwelling unit. The cl
rent buildingis non-conforming due to limited
setbacks. The combined assessed valu8ii 2
was $2.16million, of which $1.34 million was
attributed to the building@oth were originally
singlefamily houses but are now assessed as
two-families. TheJonesHall housexomprise a
contribiting building in the East Cambridge

National RegisteDistrict.

South side of Otis Street. 66-68 are second from left.
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B. Ownership and Occupancy

In October 02015, Mass Arc 1, LLC purchased b@ih and 68 Otis Street. The deeds are rec-
orded in the Middlesex South Registry of deeds in Book 66187 sRB&deand 434. Each side of
the house has been converted to two units for a total of four. The twanuBftsrenot yet oc-
cupied but arbeing marketed for sale for $1,675,000 and $1,475,;D008 saleof unit1 is cur-
rently pending. The two units at @8e not yet finished. Exterior painting, trim and doors remain
unfinished at this time.
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Environs of 66?—68 Otis Street Cambridge GIS
C. Area Description
The JonedHall houses were built in 1846 on the upward slope of Otis Street ndaghiest

point of the upland that became the heart of East Cambridge. Because this block was considered
valuable and held off the market when the area was first platted in 1811, the earliest houses date

from the 1830s and 1840s; the latestwas builBifll The ci t y 6lurchthegrant- Cat h c



ite Gothic Revival St. Johnds Church designed
ernmost lot of the block on the corner of FoySkiarappaptreet. It was demolished in 1934
and the site isow a playground.

Of the freestanding houses on the block, 6 are wooden Greek Revival houses, 3 singles and 3
doubles; the latest and by far tmest elaborate are the Jo#iédl houses built in 1846. The sin-

gle Greek Revivals are located at 64 (1830s), 70 (1848)74 (1840) Otis on eithside of the
JonesHall housesand were typical sidehall plan houses set gable end to the street with fully ar-
ticulated Greek pediments. According to Sanborn maps, each originally had a columned porch
across the front, but onl§4 has retained its porch, although now with Queen Anne turned posts
instead of the original classical columns. Numb@wasinappropriatelyaltered in 1969 and has
recentlybeen remodelenh acontemporargtyle The two Greek Revival double houses asro

the street at 735 and 6769 Otis are among the oldest buildings on the block. Built by local car-
penter Abiel Goss in 1839, @R is a particularly fine example of a double Greek Revival house
with paired doorways with sidelights, a full entablature] a onestory porch facing the street; it
was restored in 19886.

Later houses on the block were primadbnstructed obrick, including the elegant Greek Re-
vival row at 5561 Otis that William Hall built in 1851; the threstory double house at &2
Otis with handsome oriel windows and incised braans trim; and the substantialdvsard
double house at 687 Otis built in 1871 for Daniel Sortwell, a prosperous distiller and East
Cambridge bank president.

D. Context of this Designation Report

TheJonesHall houses werglentified during theC 0 mmi s 4960s surdey ofEast Cambridge
as haviig exceptional significance both individually and as a contributing building in the sur-
rounding neighborhood. The East Cambridge National Register District, which is bounded by
Cambridge an&pringstreets from First to Fifth street, was listed in 1983ianklides a total of
114 properties.

While thebuilding lost much of its ornamentation when asbestos siding was applied in the
1940s, until recently it retained its original windows and some original $hsinenovation

which began in 2016, began with rewal of the siding back to the sheathing, removal of the
original windows and sash,reorganization of thiacade, and removal of original cast iron ven-
tilators that had been covered by the sidi@gly thepediments, entablatures, gpaired entries

in the frontispiece reta@dtheir historicintegrity.

A citizen petition requesting that the Historical Commission initiate a landmark petition was ac-
cepted on June 4, 2016 and confirmed by a second vote of the Commission at a public hearing on
the matter o July 7, 2016A Stop Work order was issued by the Inspectional Services Depart-
ment to assess compliance of the project with zoning regulations.

Oncethe stopwork order was in place the developer agreed to preserve the decorative sidelights
and transm, paneling, and all other details of both entrances, and to not install windows in the
frieze on the third floor. The two new entries on each side would be placed behind the existing



front doors, rather than replacing them. The two existing doors thesasetich are not his-

toric, would be replaced with new doors in an appropriate pattern, and the vinyl floors in the en-
tries would be replaced with bluestone. Also, the developer agreed to delete two proposed base-
ment wndows in the front foundation and sul a landscape plan for Commission approval.

During construction, 2016
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Revised plans showing recessed entries to be restored



ISD approved the revised plans and lifted the-stopk order. Because the developer agreed to
restore the remainingriginal features of the exterior and abandoned planarfy further exte-
rior changes staffid not require him to file an application foCartificate of Appropriatenege
resume workConstruction details of a foundation cap, vents, and utilities agpeoved by

staff.

The landmark study process protects a property under study for up to one year. That study period
has expired and the Commission must now decide whether to forward the matter to the City
Council with a recommendation for formal desigoat

Recessed entries at 66 (left) and 68 (right) June 2017. The trim and etched glass, where existing, has been pre-
served in place, but a replacement door has not yet been installed at 66. Finish carpentry and paint are incomplete.

l. Description

TheJonesHall housesomprise a sbbay, gableroofed 2Y¥4story Greek Revivastyle double
house with a cross gable containing recessed paired entrantiéshe recent renovatianre-
tained its original windows and soroétheoriginal 6-over6 and 6over-9 wood sash. The ongo-
ing renovation has resulted in a loss of¢hemneys, ventilators amald windows and a change
to the location, number and proportion of window openings.

The JonedHall houses were described in @ambridge Historical Commissions 198 8 publ i

tion, East Cambridge:



The best example of the exterior use of [ornament] in East Cambridg&& 66

Otis Street, which has elaborate moulded consoles on the entrance porch and win-
dows. As originally built in 184@7 by William Hall, a lumber dealer, and An-

drew Jones, a mason, thissfiaped house was the most elaborate double Greek
Revival house in East Cambridge, combining both unusual ornament and stock
Greek Revival elements. Ornamentation was concentrated on the projecting en-
trance baywhich has monumental twstory corner pilasters with lonic capitals

and is surmounted by a Classical entablature and pediment; the ends of the house
display the same treatment with corner pilasters and pediments. The-semgnd
windows on the entrandey had the most elaborate detail, with pedimented caps
supported by consoles and decorated rectangular panels above, while the second
floor windows on the main part of the house had simpler pediments. The long
first-floor windows had projecting mouldingsipported by similar decorative
consoles. This moulded material lasted for a century, proving that it was durable,
but the facade of the house was unfortunately stripped of much of its original dec-
oration in the 1940s and covered with siding; only tleessed entrance, with

paneled pilasters, decorative consoles, pediments, and entablatures, remains as ev-
idence of the house's former glogp. 105106)

Thephotograph below shows the origimdliasters, capitals, chimneygentilators, and windows.

66-68 Otis Street, 1938 Roger Gilman photo, CHC



